
Teachers in the U.P.  are already making agriculture, food, 
and natural resources education (AFNRE) part of their 
classrooms. Students are using school hoop houses and  
gardens, visiting farms, and saving seeds.

To support their efforts and encourage the development of 
AFNRE education in the U.P., Michigan State University, 
Growing U.P. Ag Association and the U.P. Food Exchange 
will provide support to teachers through training, funding 
classroom projects, and mentorship starting in 2017. 

Inventory the footprint of existing school agriculture activities 
and local resources available to form a network of agricultural 
education resources.

Host trainings for teachers at MSU North Farm to empower   
educators to carry out project-based natural resources, food, 
and agriculture science in the classroom.
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Fund class projects that put the business, science, and social 
consciousness of farming into an experiential learning context 
for students.

Create a peer mentorship network to link teachers engaged 
with agriculture education in the UP with colleagues across 
the state.
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- knowledge of AFNRE curriculum and how 
to integrate with existing courses to satisfy 
science standards.

coordinating circle

our opportunity

teachers can gain...

75% of teachers indicated interest in 
developing a school agriculture project.

42% of teachers indicated that their 
experience with agriculture and food 
systems was limited.
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“U.P. School Hoophouse and Garden Conference Survey” conducted by UPFE/MSUE/FoodCorps 

- connections with other AFNRE teachers.

- skills to plan, implement, and manage 
school farm projects.

- ability to formalize AFNRE programs at 
their schools.

our goal
Provide 30 U.P. middle and high school 
educators with tools, funding, and 
training in projects that will enable them 
to inspire youth to better understand 
agriculture, food, and natural resources, 
and discover the career opportunities 
that exist in those fields.
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